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NUMISMATIC ESSAYS. 

RAMA VARMA RESEARCH IIICTITUTE. 

TRic w ur. gocw n state. 

XVII.— APPLICATION OF TIIE EARLY BIIIL8A 
ALPHABET TO TIIE BUDDHIST GROUP OF 
COINS. 

[ 7m JUKE, IM7.1 

Having once bccomo pos**sod of thu muster-key of 
Huh ancient alphabet, I naturally hastened to apply it to 
all tho door* of knowledge hitherto closed to our access. 
Foremost among those was tho series of coins conjoo- 
turnlly— and, as it now turns out, correctly — designated 
us the Buddhist scries; and of these, tho beautiful coin 
discovered by Lieut. Conolly, at Kanauj, attracted tho 
earliest notice from tho very perfect execution and pre- 
servation of the legend; [see pL vii., tig. 1, vol. i., 
p. 116J. The reading of this coin was now evident :il 
first sight, as h>u. Vippa^rasa ; which, converted 
into its Sanskrit equivalent, will be fau fow Vipra-dc- 
Vasya, ‘(the coin) of Vipra-deva.’ On reference to the 
chronological tables, we fimi a Vipra in the Magadhn 
line, the tenth in descent from Jarasamlha, allotted to 

rot. n. . 
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tho eleventh century before the Christian era ! Without 
laying claim to any such antiquity, we may at least 
bespeak for our Yipra-deva a place in tho Indu-vansa line 
of Mngadha, and a descent from the individual of tho 
same name in the Paurinic lists. 

[ I regret to hare to disturb this identification, but the new 
reading of tho name on the coin, as VUMnM-Jrro, in distinct and 
positive ! l'nnsep himself, it will be seen hereafter, amended 
his first form of b =/»*. to b, [bee pi. xxxvii.] The true letter 
on the coin is the old equivalent of * sb. which doe* uot aeem 
to hnvo been met with in cither the Ut character or that of 
tho Wcstorn cavea, though Dr. Stevenson gives the letter in 
its preoent shape among what he terms Satrap character*.— 
Jour, Bombay Hr. A*. 8oc., July. 185& pi. xviL] 

Other coins depicted in former platosinuy, in a similar 
manner, Ire n*ad by tho now alphabet. 

The smull bronite coins of llchat (fig. 6, pi. [iv.] xviii., 
vol. iii. and fig. IS of pi. [xix.] xxxiv., vol. iv.) have the 
distinct legend mwu, in the square form of the same 
alphabet. Tho application of the word mahUrajann in tho 
genitive, with no trace of a name, might almost incline 
ub to suppose that tho title itself was here used as a name, 
and that it designated the ‘ Mahrajo, king of Awadh,’ of 
tho Persian historians, who stands at the head of the 
third Itinnr dynasty of Indraprasthn. in the ‘ RajuvaH ’ ! 

Tho only other coin of the group which contains tho 
some title, is the silver decayed Behat coin, seen more 
perfect in Ventura’s specimen (fig. 16 of pi. [xix.] xxxiv., 

vol. iv.), where may be read indistinctly seWA** W£ *iu, 

Ama/msatasa maharnja . . hmarata. [See vol. i., p. 204]. 

On the bronze Behat coin (figs. 11, 12, of pi. [iv.] 
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xviii., vol. iii., and 3, C, 9, of pi. [xix.] xxxiv., voL iv.), 
though wc have ten examples to compare, the context is 
not much improved by tho acquisition of our now key : 
the letters are au>x+xj.ox basa dkana kanaya dhaya ; (tlio 
second letter is more like <t bhu.) 

8tacy’s supposed Greek legends (figs. 2, 3, of pi. [vii.] 
xxv., vol. iii.), may bo read (as I anticipated), [vol. i., 
p. 114], invert edly xidtiVA Y*9* bijann pula ( sa?) 

Tho larger copper coin, Slaving a standing figure 
holding a trident (fig. 4, pi. [vii. ) xxv., vol. iii.) has, very 

distinctly, the name of *K6X4 Ilhagavnta cha (or m). 

A nlja of tho name of Bhagavata appears in tho Mugadhu 
list, about tho year KO B.C. 

On somo of the circular copper coins, we havo frag- 
ments of a legend *»•••• 6»U- Bkdmsda .... vatapxua , 
quasi BUmadeta lapatya — but the last word is the only 
ono that can bo confided in. 

On a similar coin, of which Stacy has a dozen speci- 
mens (fig. 47, pi. [xx.] xxxv., vol. iv.) the namo of mux 
HnmadaUua , ‘of RAmndatta,' is bounded by tho ‘ lizard ’ 
emblem of Bohat. 

These are the only two in the precise form of tho LAt 
character — the others are more or less modified. 

Another distinct group (that made known first by Mr. 
Spiors) from Allahabad (pi. [viii.] xxvi., figs. 12-15, vol. 
iii., p. 436, 8ee Art. vL), can bo partially deciphered by 
tho Lat alphabet. Capt Cunningham has a fine speci- 
men with the letters rtooax Rqja Dhana-dcvatya, ‘of 
R^ja Dhana-dcva,’ a name not discoverable in the cata- 
logue, though purely Sanskrit. On three more of the 
same family, we find iu Xarata. On one it seems 
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rather ±i,c Xarasa, both Nava and Nora being known 
names. On another Kunamasa ; and on anotlier, 
probably, u&uX mahapati. , ‘tho great lord.’ 

The ‘ bull ’ coins of this last group arc connected in 
type, and stylo of legend, with tho ‘ oock and bull ' 
series ; on which wo liavo lately read Satga-mitasa, 
Sat/a-mi/tua , anil Ilijaya-miUua ; so that wo have now 
a tolerably numerous descending series of coins to bo 
classed together from tho circumstance of tlioir symbols, 
of thoir genitive termination, and their Puli dialect and 
character, os u Buddhist series, when wo come again to 
review whnt has been done witliin tho last few years in 
tho numismatology of India. 

But tho most interesting nnd striking application of 
tho alphabets to coins is certainly that which lias been 
already made (in anticipation, as it wore, of my dis- 
covery, by Ijisson, to tho vory curious Bact rian coins of 
Aguthoclcw. 

The first announcement of Lassen’s reading of this 
logoud was given [vol. i. p. 401]. lie had adopted it on tho 
analogies of tho Tibetan and Pali alplialiet*, both of 
which uro connectod with, or immediately derived from, 
tho more aucient character of the LaU. Tho word mul 
by him, ‘ on some specimens seems to bo spelt 
it i/q/a, rather than Vt a corruption oqually pro- 
bablo, and accordant with the Pali dialect, in which the 
r is frequently changed into ft, or omitted altogether. I 
am, however, inclined to adopt another reading, by sup- 
I*osing the Greek genitivo case to have been rendered 
as literally as possible into the Pali character; thus 
Agathuklaytj for Ayabcxtems : this has the ad- 
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vantage of leaving the letters on the other side of the 
device for tho title, raja, of which, indeed, the letter t 
is legible. 

I am tho rather favorablo to this view, because, on 
the corresponding coin of Puntaleon, we likewise And both 
tho second vowel of tho Greek represented by the Sanskrit 
semivowel, and the genitive case imitated : supplying the 
only letter wanting on 8winey's coin — tho initial />, — of 
which there oro trace* in Masson’s drawing, the word 
W’AiMT Pant elem am la , U, by the help of our fdphabet, 
clearly made out ; the nnuswani, which should follow tho 
6. being placed in the belly of the letter instead of out- 
side ; and the a being nthichcd to the centro instead of 
tho top of the < [Pan tale vasa.} 

Tho discovery of these two coins with Pali characters, 
is of inestimable importance in confirming the antiquity 
of tho alphabet; as, from tho stylo of Agathoelos’ coins, 
ho must necessarily bo placed among the earliest of tho 
Hue tr inns, that is, at the very period cmbrucod by tho 
reign of Anoka, tho Buddhist monarch of Mogadlio. 

On tho other hand, tho legend throws light on the 
locality of AgnthoclcsP rule, which, instead of bring, 
ns assigned by M. Itaoul Ifadwttc, in ‘Haute Asic,’ 
must be brought down to the coniines, at least, of 
India proper. 

As, however, the opinions of this eminent classical 
antiquary arc entitled to the highest consideration, I 
take this opportunity of making known to my readers 
the substance of his learned elucidation of this obscure 
portiou of history, given in a note on two silver coins ol 
Agathocles, belonging to the cabinet of a rich amateur 
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at Petersburg, published in the ‘Journal des Savona,’ 

1834, p. 335 : 

• In lie imperfect accounts transmitted to us of the troubles occa- 
sioned to the Belcuddon kingdom from the invasion of Ptolemy Phil- 
adelphia, and of the losa of entire province* after the reverse* of Antioehus 
II. Thro* ; the foundation of the Aracidan kingdom by the defection of 
the brothers Artacro and Tiridates is an established point, fixed to the 
y.nr '.*54 s.c. But the details of this event, borrowed from Arrian's 
' Purdue*,’ have not yrt been determined with sufficient care, as to one 
important fact in the Bactrian history. From the extracts of various 
work, preserved in Phodus. the defection of the Parthians arose from 
an insult offered to the person of one of these brothers by the Macedonian 
chief placed by Antioehns II. in charge of the region* of High Asia, 
uud named PWrfdis. The two princes, indignant at such an outrage, 
aro supposed to have revenged themselves with the blood of the satrap, 
and, supported by the people, to have su ccee de d in s la k in g off the 
Macedonian yoke. 

* This short node* from Phodua has been corrupted by tranacribcrs 
in the name of tho chief I'M rfclis, which modem critics have failed to 
comet by a passage in the • Chroocgraphia ’ of Synocllus, who had 
<i|ually under his eyes tho original of Arrian, and who declares cx- 
primly that * A races and Tiridates (brothers, issue of the ancient king 
of Persia, Artaxorxes), exerrited the authority of aatrapi in Bactria at 
the time when Agathoelcs, tho Macedonian, was governor of Persia j 
the which Agathoelcs, having attempted to commit on the person of 
the young Tiridates the assault before alluded to, fill a victim to tho 
vengeance of tho brothers, whence nsulted the defection of tho country 
of the Parthians, and the birth of the Aracidan kingdom.’ Agathoelcs 
is colled by 8y melius, ’Eirapy** r ijs lit pc trip, while l’hotius calls him 
(under an erroneous no mo) Sarpavr/v airrtfs vfc yeipae Ktnarrdrra, 
appointed by Anliochus Thcos; so that no doubt whatever could exist 
a. to their identity, although, until tho discovery of tho coins, there 
was no third evident* whence the learned could decide between the 
two names. The praumptioo might have been in favor of Agathooles, 
because among the body-guard of Alexander was found an Antylocus, 
son of Agathoclea, who, by the prevailing custom of his country, would 
have named his son Agathoelcs, after his own father.’ 

M. Raoul Rochetle proofed* to identify the Ep&rch ol 
Persia with Diodotus, or Theodotus, the founder of the 




*Bt. xtil] APPLIED TO TIIE BUDDHIST COWS. 



7 



Bactrian independency ; — supposing him to have Beized 
the opportunity of striking the blow during the confusion 
of Antiochus’ war with Ptolemy, and while ho was on 
deputation to the distant provinces of the Oxus, — that 
he was at first chary of placing his own head on liis coin, 
contonting himself with a portrait of Bacchus, and his 
panther on tho reverse, but afterwards emboldened to 
adopt tho full insignia of royalty. Thus, according to 
our author, a singular shift of authorities took plaoe : 
A maces, the satrap of Parthia, quits that place and sets 
up for himself in Persia, in consoqucnoe of the aggres- 
sion of Diodotus (or Agathocles), king of Buctria, who 
had originally been Eparch of Persia,— both satraps be- 
coming kings by this curious bouletrrtanntf. Tho non- 
disoovery of Tlieodotus’ medals is certainly in favor of 
M. Raoul Pochette's argument, but tho present fact of a 
Hindi legend on hia coin militate* strongly against his 
kingdom being thrown exclusively to tho northward- 
By allowing it to include Part bin proper, or Beistan, and 
tho provinces of the Indus, this difficulty would bo got 
rid of ; but still there will remain the anomaly of these 
Indian logends Wing found only on Agathocles, and Pan- 
taloon’s coins, while those of Menander, who is known to 
have possessed more of India proper, have only the Pehlvi 
reverse. Agathocles’ rule must have included a sect of 
Buddhists somewhere, for, besides the letters, wo find 
their peculiar symbol present on many of the ‘ panther ’ 
coins. At any rate, we have certainty of the existence 
of our alphabet in the third century before Christ, exactly 
as it oxists on our Indian monuments, which is all that 
on the present occasion it is relevant to insist upon. . . . 
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[ Prinsep then goes on to t»t the application of this alphubct 
to other clanes of inscriptions, and terminates his remarks with — ] 
A few words in conclusion regarding the alphabet, 
of which I have had a fount prepared while this articlo 
was sotting up for press. 

There is a primitive simplicity in the form of every 
letter, which stamps it at once as the original typo 
whereon tho more complicated structure of the Sanskrit 
has been founded. If carefully analyzed, each member 
of the alphabet will be found to contain tho clement of 
tho corresponding member, not only of tho Dovon&gari, 
but of tho Kanauj, tho Pilf, tho Tibetan, the JIalu 
Kunaro, and of all tho derivatives front tho Sanskrit stock. 

Hut this is not all : simplification mny bo carried 
much farther by duo attention to the structure of tho 
alphabet, us it existed oven at this early stage, and 
the genius of its construction, ab inilio, may in Homo 
measure bo recognised and appreciated. 

First, the aspirated letters appear to have boon formed 
in most coses by doubling tho simplo characters ; thus, 
* chh is the double of 4 eh ; O th is the double of < / ; 
o dh is tho half of this ; and o th is tho same chamcter 
with u dot as n distinguishing mark : (this may account 
for tho constant interchange of the <. a. o, and o, in 
tho inscriptions). Again : * dh is only tho letter t pro- 
duced from below — if doubled, it would have been con- 
founded with another letter, the 4- Tho aspirated p u 
is merely tho u p with a slight mark, sometimes put ou 
tho outside, either right or left, 1 but I cannot vet affirm 

' [ I bm<« Pn»-p'* angina] •ffftalatkon at t W rtrarturc of thi» alphabet 

In <Unil ani-omiuoUrd upon ; and to** nwmd *nr n<u6i»tioa, nwVr bin <>»li land, 
in the raemding MWcb-, -UiUwt m Wit lapufcrt or ur->iu|J,U. in thia.J 
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that this mark may not merely denote a duplication of 
the letter rather than an aspiration — if, indeed, the terms 
were not originally equivalent ; for we have just seen 
the doubling of the letter made to denoto its aspiration. 

The kh seems formed from the g rather than the k : 
the gh and jh are missing as in Tibetan, and appear to 
bo supplied by g and eAA respectively : bh is anomalous, 
or it has been formed from the d by adding a downward 



Aguin, there is a remarkable analogy of form in the 
semi-vowels r, r, /, y, i. j. -4. x. which tends to provo 
their linving been framed on a consistent principle : tho 
first r hardly over occurs in the Dikii inscription, but it 
is common in that from Gimar. Tho A o is but tho 4 
reversed : tho n, so peculiar to tho Sanskrit alphabet, is 
formed by adding tho vowel i to tho r, thus, r. 

As fur as is yet known, there is only one m,‘ and 
one a : the nasals and sibilants hod not therefore boon 
yet sepuraUd into classes ; for the written PAH of 200 
yoars later possesses at least the various n’s, though it 
has but one a. 

Tho four vowels, initials, have been discovered, m. 

>, Li a, i, e , u. Tho second seems to be tho Hkoleton of 
tho third, os if denoting the smallest possible vocal sound. 
Of tho medial vowels it is needless to speak, as their 
agreement in system with the old Nagori was long since 
pointod out. The two long vowels i and ri, are produced 
by doubling the short symbols. The viearga is of doubt- 
ful occurrence,' but the anustearn is constantly employed ; 

' I think the Oiriir aoJ C.jloa laanpOco. -.3 Sr loovl 1.-' 0" 
aaub mid« hr th» raollficauoo </ &e pnnari X n<cr» arc other Utun in Ukh 
Uxta oot foam! in th. Ilu J th» »4* ol Iodix 
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and when before wi, as in o n dhamma , it is equivalent 
to the duplication employed in the more modern Pfill 
writing. The following, then, is our alphabet, arranged 
in the ordinary manner. 



Gutturals ♦ i * k kh g gh ng 

Pulutals 4 * ( . chchhj jh ny n W W *? ’I 

Cerebruls < o / * . t t h d dh n z a i s n 

Dontuls *o*oi t th d dh n n w ^ V W 

labials b w o * a p ph h bh m nnw*t*» 

Semivowols, eto. * i v**,irjr 1 v t hr ithi* j 
Vowel* *• > b l r a i t u rl w * t* 'S * 



We might, perhaps, on contemplation of thou forms, 
go yet farther into speculation on their origin. Thus tho 
g may bo supposed to bo formed of tho two strokes 
of tho k, differently disposed ; tho j, of tho two half 
curve* of tho eh superposed ; tho two s 1 aro tlio saino 
letter turned right and left respectively ; and this prin- 
ciple, it may be remarked, is to be met with in other 
scions of tho Indian alphabet. Thus, in tho Tibetan, tho 
a r, a sound unknown to the (Sanskrit, is made by in- 
verting the Kj', tho cerebral a, by inverting tho dental 
•\ n ; and tho cerebral /, th, by inversion of the dental 



5 «J t th. 



The analogy between tho < and a is not so great in 
this alphabet as in what wc havo imagined to bo its 
successor, in which the essential part of tho (I) t is the < 
placed downwards ( ~ L In tho same manner, the con- 
nection of the labials, p and b, is more visible in tho old 
Ceylonese, tho Kanauj, and even the Tibetan alphabets ; 



■ it 
to th* 



is worth 



tbo-h.uW, 



I in form 
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the q b being merely the q p closed at the top ; and in 
square Pali u and o 

Thus, when wo como to examine the matter critically, 
we are insensibly led to the reduction of the written 
characters to a comparatively small number of elements, 
as ♦. d. <. /■ x. b. u. i. 6 and 4 ,; besides tho vowels *. ►. l- 
Or, perhaps, in lieu of this arrangement, it may bo pro- 
ferablo to adopt ono element as representative of each of 
the Beven classes of letters. We shall thus come to the 
vory position long ago advanced by Iambulus tho 
traveller. 

Iambulus was antecedent, says Dr. Vincent, to Dio- 
dorus ; and Diodorus was contemporary with Augustus. 
Ho made, or pretended to have made, u voyage to Ceylon, 
and to have lived there seven years. Nino fucta men- 
tioned by him as characteristic of tho people of that 
country, though doubted much in former days, havo been 
confirmed by later experience : a tenth fact the learned 
author of tho ‘ Pcriplua ’ was obliged to leavo to future 
inquiry, — namely, “whether the particulars of tho alpha 
bet of Ceylon may not have some allusion to truth : for, 
he says, * tho characters are originally only seven, but 
by four varying forms or combinations they become 
twenty-eight’ ” 1 

It would bo difficult to describe the conditions of the 
Indian alphabetical system more accurately than Iambu- 
lus has done in his short summary, which proves to be 
not only truo in tho general sense of the classification of 
the letters, but exact oa to the origin and formation of 
tho symbols. As regards the discussion of the edict of 

> VbnO •Prripb. of the Emhr-.s Se.' 
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Dovanompiyatiaaa, the testimony of Iambulus is invalu- 
able, because it proves that written characters — our 
written characters — were then in use (notwithstanding 
the Buddhist books were not made up till two centuries 
later:) and it establishes the credit of a much vituperated 
individual, who has been ao lightly spoken of, that Wilford 
endeavour* to identify him with Sindbad the Sailor, and 
other equally marvellous travellers ! 



[ Though not strictly susceptible of daarificatiou with numis- 
matic developments, I urn anxious to associate with James Prin- 
sep’s other oontributiona to the historical antiquities of India, 
his most interesting discovery of the name* of the early sum-wort 
of Alexander the Groat, on the lapidary monuments of Asoku, 
tho grandson of Cbandrngupta.] 



DISCOVERY OP THE NAME OP ANTIOCIIUS THP. GREAT, 
IN TWO OF THE EDICTS OF ASOKA, KINO OF INDIA. 

(fc*I .t Ik. U-u.* rf ik. Wk 8«U4j lkupl m Ik. 7tk Msrdi, IMS.) 



antiquities 
must be 

It, who is 



itself to the illui- 
tlu.t it possesses little 
•pt to regard tl*o labor 
and contradictory mares 
of vague and dry proba- 
But the moment any 
speculations. 



As long os the study of I 
trillion of Indian history, it 
oltru lion fur the general 
ex|»iuled on the 

of Action, os leading only to the 
lilitWB for poetical, albeit extravagant, fable, 
name or event turns up in the course of sac 

plausible point of connection between the ligimls of India and the 
rational historic* of Greece or Rome,— « collision between tho fortunes 
of an eastern and a western hero,— forthwith s «j.«dy and spreading 
interest U excited, which cannot be satisfied until the subject is 
thoroughly silted by the- examination of aU the ancient works, western 
and eastern, that can throw concurrent light on the matter at issue. 
Such was the engrossing interest which attended the identification of 
Sandrncottus with Chandragupta, in the days of Sir Wm. Jones: such 
the ardour with which the Sanskrit was studied, and is still studied, by 
philologists at home, after it was discovered to bear on intimate relation 
to the classical languages of ancient Europe. Such, more recently, has 
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been the curiosity excited, on Tcrnoor’* throwing open the hitherto 
reded pop of the Buddhif* historians to the development of Indian 
monument* and Paurinie record*. 

The discovery I was myself so fortunate as to make, last year, of 
the alphabe t of the Dihli Pillar Inscription, led immediately to nnull* 
of hardly less consideration to the learned world. I»r. Mill regarded 
thoto inscriptions as all but certainly (knvmrtraUd relic* of the < lassies! 
periods of Indian literature. This slight nanainder of doubt has boon 
sinco removed by the id. ntidcatioo of Piyadasi ns Anoka, which we id*, 
owo to Tumour’s successful nwrnhi. ; and, dating from an epoch 
thus happily achieved, we hare ance succeed. d in tracing tho name of 
the grandson of the same king, IWatha. at Osya, in the same old 
character ; and the names of Xanda and Ada*, and perhaps Vijuyu, in 
the Killings caves: while on Bactriu coins wo have Uon reworded 
with tlnding tho portly Greek names of Agathodos and PunUloon, 
faithfully rendered in the same ancieat alphabet of the Hindis. 

I hnvo now to bring W> the notice of tlm Society anotl.cr link of tho 
anmc chain of discovery, which will, if I do not deceive myself, create a 
yet stronger degree of ge neral interest in the labour*, and of confidence 
in tho deductions, of our antiquarian members than any that has pre- 
ceded it. I foil it so impossible to krep this highly singular diwovrry 
to myself that I risk the imputation (which has hem not unjurtly mat 
upon me in the coons of my late undigested dischnunm), of bringing 
it forward in a very immature shape, and. perhaps, of hor.aft.-r being 
obliged to retract a portion of what I advance. Yet nciUi.-r in this, 
nor in any former communication to the Society, havo I to fear any 
material alteration in their general bearing, though improvements in 
reading and translation must of course bo expreted as I become more 
familiar with characters and dialccta unknown for agw post even to 
the natives th.-maolvcs, sod entirely new to my own study. 

A yw ago. as tho Society will remember. Mr. Wathen kindly sent 
mo a reduced copy of tho fscdmil.* of tho inscriptions on a rock ut 
Girair (Oiri-nsgaru) no ar Junkgarh. in Oujarit. which had l«x>n taken 
on doth by tho Kev. Dr. Wilson. Prerid.nl of tho Bombay Literary 
Society. Ho also sent a copy to If. Jacquet of Paris, which I dare say 
before this has been turned to good account. 

After completing the reading of the Pillar Inscriptions, my attention 
was naturally turned to these in the same character from the west of 
India, but I seen found that the copy sent was not sufficiently well 
done to bo thoroughly made out; and I accordingly re.,u«ted Mr. 

f,TOur - ilh the facsimile itrelf, which, with the moat 
liberal frankness, ho immediately *ent round under a careful hand by 
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sea. Meanwhile Lieut. Kit toe had, as you arc also aware, made the 
important discovery of a long series of inscriptions in the aamo cha- 
racter at a place called I) haul!, in Katak. These were in ro mutilated 
a state that I almost despaired of being able to sift their contents ; and 
they were put aside, at any rate until a more promising portion of my 
labour should be accomplished. 

I had just groped my way through the Girnir text, which proved 
to be, like that of the pillar*, a aerie* of edicts promulgated by Arokn, 
but essentially different both in language and in purport. When I took 
up the Katak inscriptions, of which Lieut Kitloc had born engaged 
in m aking a lithographic copy for my journal, to my surprise and joy 
I discovered that the greater port of throe inscriptions (all, indeed, savo 
the find and lost paragraphs, which were enclosed in distinguishing 
frame*), was identical with the inscription at Qmkr. And thus, as 1 
had had five copies of the Pillar la* ration to collate together for a 
correct text, a most extraordinary chance had now thrown bctfbre mo 
two copico of tho rock edicts to aid me in a similar task ! There was, 
however, one gnat variance in the parallel ; for, while the pillar* were 
almost identical letter for Utter, the tliroir and Katak tcxU turned 
out to bo only so ia sul-tamv, the language ami alphabet having both 
very notable ami charu- uristic difference*. 

Haring premised thua mm b in explanation of the manner of my 
discovery. I ».u.t now quit tho general subject for a time, to single 
out the particular paaaugv in the laacriptieos whirh is to form the 
theme of my present communication. 

The sreond tablet at Girnir is in very good prtwrratioo ; every 
letter is legible, an.1 but two or three are in any way dubious. Tho 
paragraph at Aswastumo. which 1 found to romwpnnd therewith, is 
fur from being in so good a state; nevertheless, when tho extant letters 
are interlined with the more |*<rfert Girnir text, they will be soon to 
confirm the roost important pas sage, while they throw a corroborative 
evidence upon the remainder, ami give a great deal of instruction on 
tho respective idioms in which the two are couched. 

The edict relate* to the establishment of a system of medical ml- 
ministration throughout the dominions of tbc supreme sovereign of 
India, at ono of which wo may smile in tbc present day, for it includes 
both man and beast ; but this *re know to be in wcordance with the 
fastidious humanity of the Bmldhirt creed, and wc must therefore make 
duo allowance for a state of society and of opinions altogether different 
from our own 

" Everywhere within the compered prmm« of P-.j, Piyadad, the bd<..ed nf the 
s. well » ia the pwti occupied by the luthfal, metis. Chois, Fife Swivaputn. 
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*nd K«ttl»put«, *.«• a. hr .. (Ojk.) — »d b*™, within tl, 

dominion, of Antioch* Uw Omk (of whxh Antioch u' gcn.rU. u« Ih. rake*}— 
vTcrvwhr, the hm«fl-t*lof*d Rk>. PijwW. Aowbk mVn of ra<dia»l lid i. 
Mt.bb.hcd both medical nid for ncn. aad me bal ud uumal. together with 
radiomen >• of nU o*u. which arv taitaUs (vMiai niuhtc for animnU. And 
where «er there u not (<uh prwvMoa), in nil mi place* they are to b: pn|>tr«), 
and to bo planted both root-dnig* ad hevha, wtenwoere there t> nut (u provision 

* ^Ud in the pnUie hi*hwm.. w‘.U. ^T^ho daf.^and U»a to bo planted, fur the 
ncoomm.Mi.tion of mi and aniraak* 

Many thing* an diaorring of comment in thia abort edict. . . 
But tho principal fact which amwti attention in thia very curious 
proclamation, ia ita alloriou to Antic hu. tho Yona (Sanskrit, 7mm) 
or • Greek ' king. Tho name occur* four time* over, with only one 
variation in the apeUing. when, in lien of Ant.yl e we havo Amtiyoh), 
a « till noonr approach to the Greek. TV final e ia tho ngtilnr Pill 
convention of the 8 anakrit nominntirc mamruline termination or, or tho 
Greek or. In the Pillar dialect the vimrga of the Sanskrit i* replaced 
by tho vowel o, as we ore in the interlined reading. AnUyakr. Again, 
thr interposition of tho acmivowid jr brtwem the twoGnvk Towrlai and 
o ia exactly what I had occasion to obwwvo in the writing of the words 
AyathukUyoj and PmUU^mU for AyafloxX,* and /Ia*va\eoiTos> 
on the coins. All thia evidence would of itaclf bias my choice towards 
the trailing adopted. even aw it poauMc to propwo any Other; »mt 
although I havo placed the motrare, exactly tranwribrd in the 
Devanigarf character, in tho pandit's hand, he could not, without tho 
alteration of very many letter*, ronvrrt it to any other meaning, how- 
ever "trained. And wore there .till any doubt at all in my mind, it 
would bo removed by the testimony of the Katak version. which intro- 
duces lrtwrwn A*Uy*l* and }‘m the word adma.— making the Mveto 
-owe • the Yona rtja, by namo Antioch*.’ 

[ I transcribe so much of tho duplicate verrion of tho 
original, since illustrated and confirmed by tho decipherment 
of the Arian inscription at Kapur di Oiri, as in any wav affects 
tho historical value of the document, together with Profcoor 
Wilson's commentary und revirion of Prinorp’s translation. 
The Profewir'a opening remarks explain tho derivation and 
arrangement of the parallel texts, inserted in c*tni*o in the 
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.] 

In order to exhibit with as much 



distinctness os possible the 
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language of the inscription* .... I hare placed the several inscription* 
in parallel linoa, in order to bring tho word* of each in juxta position 
as far a* was practicable. They accordingly form four line*. Tho 
upper line represents Mr. Prinsop's original trading*, as published in 
the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol, tL, p. 228, and abovo 
tho lino, in a smaller character, are insetted his subsequent corrections, 
as given in a copy of the Journal, corrected by himself, and [.laced at Mr. 
Norris's dispaud. by his brother, Mr. H. T. Priosep. Small numerals 
refer to the line* of our own lithographed ropy. This lino I have 
designated 0 a. Tho second line is the representation of the ropy 
lithographed (in tho 'Jour. Roy. As. Soc.,' red. xii., p. 153), and 
which I have generally referred to as Mr. Wretergnard'a ropy, as ho 
haa the larger share in it. This is mark'd O ». The third line marked 
D repeat* the Dhaulf inscription, as given by Mr. Prinsep. We havu 
not yet been fortunate enough to have had a second and revised tran- 
script, although it is very desirable. The lower lino is marked K, 
as being rendered into Roman letters from the lithographed copy of 
tho Kapur di Oiri inscription. TV small Sgurre here also refer to 
tho line* of the original. Where blanks oreor in either of the inscrip- 
tion* they a re denoted by asterisks (dot* are used in this work): 
where words are wanting for the collation, although there is no blank 
in the inscription, a line (of dots) supplies their plaoc. 



1 n. 



0 S tijitsohi l 


krtaasi pijwm 


ISyadsdae nu»o 


0 * ftststa tij.ru.hi . 


brensa pi>sM 


Piyeksiao rsro 


D arsta nmitsaw . 


kraasa pi*** 


llyalsaa* 


K Sustain tljrte 


krsaaa priysa 


PnyuU-im rajs 


O s Vramapkpattntnsa y* Ihh 


Chads PMs 


Attlyspato 


0 4 e remap) (Atsatsm yMht 

n 


Cbsdh I-M» 


Sstiysputo 


i/ i • * • • * 

K 


yi ‘Pslsya 8»r.«. putrs 


0 4 EfUUfmU), a T*nt> 


.•pssri Aattysho 


vena »hj» ye 


0 4 Kttd.pulk, a Taab 


ipsa AxUrako 


yons rtjs ye 


D 


. . t.jeA.nim. 


yoes Ikj* yft 


K cha Krraloa. purrs Tomb 


■psai Aatywts as 


yosis rsja yo 



Os th pi tn 

O A tl pi tui 

D v* .. ..as 

The portion of tk« .Ktper 4 Oiri 
Tablet of C.rmir rat Dhaall. si lea 



Asti; line 
Asbyiku* 



sim iso 'rfcjkno 
■inijiun rhjkao 
UUjkiw 
i rojsja 



wikh rerrnpnadt with th« second 
na that which answer* to the Bret 
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vf Win; curjiil unity corn. 



with 



the Girnur irutpimc, 
, ili'U i'li not 
. uUo in the 



Tablet, and in li. « « blank. ohkb 
jilecnl without nay c*ut uditn 

Thin- MV, turn'll, mint 
-bb li an- appini.tly intentional. n.fcoim, . tinny i 
in thu I' lVT.I purport o ( the lavripthm. The i 
chief point -f intend, I be wrufke. * Anti. W. tb. Venn Itijo. 

TU# m.'ript -m ...warn... with the pfceaw. .<*,..<* r y-v. Ulna*! |.y a ihuil 
blank, whirl. n»«y b. Hlb-J ap, wiUwen a»b of imr, by the .ylUUe -.6,, uf 
IhB Oiiabc Tuhlct — * ocryehere in the w a ^ amj Mtibliit* ,* ubirb i> follii-aud by 
«he Mint drii^nihun -of ibe bcUmd U lb- pj.- Pi, .dad, tb. giantim l.-in* a- 
b.f>rr, iVf, it* — iU • fountain,* it aaay he pivu-.ij, U uuJuHood In all 
tile in«Ti|>tiuna. 

Wu hum bo cpiimfcal far wkal folium, which i> rind liy Mi. Piiincp, (m» 
!■ 'Vcoter/aanT, copy it w.-Wt br nod. —A. p-Ae-fr.., I.ut il is 
only e„- uy. yorA—tio Ml «/yo-f.»*.) • aU. »«n in th. l»>rdciin* 
fount, xv' iwt .. Pliim-p ». •*.0.11 a. in I hr p-rt. onopk .1 by Uir faithful.* 

Nov bavr we au; npthnlral fcw £tod*> ro«. .t-."d by 1 ‘iln- |. I<- I- tlmt (union of 
th" ..inti of I* In nbkb U l-eu « Chota. ot fU-duc n.d.U, ■twin, our Con.. 



IM4< wi have amt 

■lyirm h to XtHytftuht 

intruded u, |ilur«* 

and 



of h*.. 

Ao/i/d yv.Vi ,«u A .n.'npVe 
Kttoi.fvh lilt 7 •> «.!• ablhhin be* 

In the uuiU. of Ind*.. but of -bo h tb. two W. /V-r- ..4 . 

unknown XVrde a no *-nbt * no. wf M .Uur. .. C1..U M of the oppu.ltc ca.l . 
bot wo alio find b*U am.:., in «'«U..!-i with of. in, di-dzewtin* i-ouanim or 
poo|.U in the aoith-o-l. a. Road. ,s Yaw*.. O-Ja. Mx-ln. Kerala, s.ha (Gun.. 
Phlhra. refrriini- t- n w/rw of Ptli..f. t. I . 171 ) I i-ubap..il it ha. br.n pri.(.* d 
to identify with Tamripim. m Ceykew W fn.iher no .nb way aim riinotc that 
to Ui. ninth Thr aim- awh-My. di'Nr •>* <- 1*1 «f laibrntcd in thn 

•««. 6. I. 116 . captain, then. (• akwfy tube- af «rbtum wir, and .,- i6ia UM| 
then. So.itrt- polio, -b. b o&n —v nari i gy to tb. S^.y-pMr. cd the in«i|.tkm. 
It I. mu. I, won. likely that nwatn- . in th. n oth-o -t. th.,r ... t!.. .atnenr aouth, of 
India on Intrwhd. 

Wc Mil eo»r t. the inportant pawaf* ia nhieh » Gnat name and dedp.nti..n 
otenr. Both the ««ntr e. r k. nod .f *.yl. r *s rye .• the Kaput di tlin l.aa 
Anhfo fane you. ^ ; ho. th. two U.t lelMn. wr nthw dmbtlul. It .bould 
ptrhapa b. A.Uy.i, a. x MmII. wW wo ham HyO, y^a Uijo. Tl... 
ua. of the ac.minat«v ««.. how...,. -*.r. a ^Xn.tk -1 pcvpkxUv, for tl.-r* b. not 
any ,nb thn««h whitb b. "oa,.t Anfxhu. -,.b the ml of the .Han . and il 
a*oma ubumuI to a«oeaate the ran* ti an indn.-lu! with thov- of nUr.-*. Prill-, p 
■uppliw tho defect with 'the hn. W of Axh-l,. the Onch; 1 bn- -c bare no 
Uem far *th. dooumoM.- nor i. tho non. » the gen.ti.. r.-, .. rt fa In what follow. 
In thn the inpor -h Utri inacriptfan t-xl, arree. with that of OUnlu. and it mav 1m 
r«d ft ,U e few d-;i.d . m nafayo mU* ynyo«. ,ic.. tlmt 

of Oirnkr bnn* ^ o/ y.’ taw uf^^aiw. WHyn. r->». Kithc may be 

KSLSfaiTvfE^?^ r * '«***•: 

of prnflamg a to r)m in the . 

■WalliKiUe, and it can Kandy be doohfad that -l.c ah- ,14 b. •«. » fo.mi U<b 
“ 0lra *' “» Dhod.. It — « tkelr that them ray be w» rarandn In tht, 
»0I. II. „ 



no* rill. Tht object 
•no king,* i> ik.| very 
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put, dthar m the origiaal or « be copy. 
**“ » Connecting word, and il is M 
of Aatiocbuaaretodo. W. 

<hj«» of the edict, or Oay mj ba . 
oonijucfid.’ 

ram 

In all th. wbjacat«i (umtonu) of tbs 
Kir* Piija.U»i, tbs befored of 
and also in the bordsna* 

(Cbodo) , Pulays, (or Pony*;, 
putra. Kmlaputra, Tamtepam ;* i. pre- 
(Uinud), and Aatio.hu, by mm. tbe 
Yo«* (or Yarana) Raja, tad thee priana 
•bo an nr tn (or aUied with) Oat 
moMcth. Ml; (are a pprt-d) tbal 
(t>o dsagaa ban baa rbonoUd by Pri- 
d-i*»; Mfurdiag M ' 



Madia*. *o otil 1 
or drptodanu 
they at* •« peel'd to attend to tbs 
tyiU, • tbo 



TIO*. 




barbs an uafal to nuo or natal to an- 



of rtja Piyidad. tbc brlo.ed of 
•h* gad*. *• •*!! aa ia thf part* o-copUd 
by the faithful, aurfa at Cbola, PVda, Soti- 
Ttpatra, aad KiUlapetra. even ai fai a, 
(Coyloa) ; and nonover, 
of Aatimbiau lb. 
Omk (of abieb AnUoebu' genrial. ore 
the rabn) — e*oj» bin lb. bonca-bc- 
Und rtja PtynUai'. douU. ay.!** of 
Mntual aid ia eoCaUiabod . both moUital 
aid fw nra. and awlm! aid for aatiaU , 
toother with the modteaniaU ,4 all «rU, 



CONTINUATION OF REMARKS OX THF. EDICTS OF PIYA- 
DA8I, OB A80KA. THE BUDDHIST MONARCH OF INDIA. 
PRESERVED OX THE C.IRXA’R ROCK IX THE GUJARAT 
PENINSULA, AND OX THE DHAULT ROCK IN KATAKj 
WITH THE DISCOVERY OF PTOLEMY'S NAME THEREIN 



(Raadat 



of the 



Soehry of B.wgd, c th. «tb April, IMS). 



In continuation of the diacoverr I had the |Jcasure of bringing to 
the notice of the Society at ita last meting. 1 am now enabled to 
announce that tho edict, in the ancient chancier torn Gujarat do not 
confine their mention of Greek sovereign* to Antiorhui tho ally of 
Asoka, but that they contain an allusion, equally authentic and distinct, 
to one of the Ptolcmw* of Egypt! The edict containing this highly 
curious passage is in a mutilated condition and at the very end of tho 
inscription, which will account for its haring hitherto escaped my 
attention. As I propoae to lay before the Society a brief account of the 
whole of the Oirnir inscription. I will do no more than mention tho 
fact at present, reserring the particulars until I come to the actual 
position of the passage on the stone. . . . 

I hare already mentioned the fortunate discorery of a duplicate of 
tho Gujarit inscription, at Dhauli. in Katak. 

The divided sentence*, or, as 1 shall for the present venture to call 
them, the edicts, which are common to Girnarand to Dhauli, are eleven 
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in number. From thr fin it to the tenth they keep pace together : the 
only difference being that while, at Gimir. ntb is surrounded by an 
engraved line as > frame; at Dhauli, the beginning of each edict is 
marked by a short «Luh. The regular .uceeadon is th.-n interrupted 
by three interpolations at Giruir; after uhkh. the fourteenth edict 
of that serin is found to cormpc>ad with the eleventh or concluding 
one of the same set at IfimulL 

The three m iad n g edict! are more than compensated at Dhanll by 
the introduction of two other, not found at Girnir. one at the end 
enclosed in a frame, and one on the left hand of the aarao rock ou a 
larger seal* of sculpture; but both of three being of a totally different 
purport, and being quite unconnected with the real, I ahull postpone 

for separate consideration. 

That the edict, are of different dates it pnmd by tin- actual mention 
of the yrnr of Piyadasi's reign, in which several of them « err published. 
Two of them are dated in the tenth 1 a«vl two in the twelfth year after 
his or conaetralioo. which wc Iran fbun Tumour’s Wli history 

did not take place until the fourth ymr of hit sucemaioa to the throuo 
of hU father, llinduatro. Only one of the pillar odi. U is dated in the 
twelfth year ; the remainder, gem-rally, branng tho date of tho twi-nty. 
•oventh your; and ooe containing both, as if contradicting, at the Inter 
epoch, what had hern published fifteen year. Ufore. From this evi- 
tjsnoo wo must conclude that the Gujarit and KataL inscriptions have 
■lightly the advantage in antiquity over tho lA\fi of lhhli and Allah- 
fcUd : but, again, in the order of osqurore. wo find edicts of the twelfth 
your preceding those of tho tenth ; ami wo Irani etprowly flora the 
fourteenth edict that the whole were engraven at ono tune. Their 
prraervation on rucks and pillars therefore must be regarded os re- 
sulting from an after order, when some re-arrangi raonl was probably 
made according to the relative important r of the subjects. 

Tho copy that emanated from the palace must, however, have been 
modiflod according to the vernacular idi</ta of the opposite parts of 
India to which it was transmitted, for there is a marked and peculiar 
difference, both in the grammar and in thr alphabet of the two texts, 
which demands a more lengthened examination than I can affoid to 
introduce in this place. I shall, however, presently recur to this »ub- 
jsvt, and, at least, giro tho explanation of thorn new characters which 
I have been obliged to cut in order to print the Girnir text, and which, 
in fact, render the alphabet aa complete as that of the modem Pali, 




onr mod* of rvekoslag 



the comet trend* tkm n 
tbc arlusl period M one yrav 




